
  

 

News from Trenton - 5/9/2014 

 

Up to 3 free DLGS CEU’s Continuing education credits for municipal employees through the 

Division of Local Government Services are available (see below for breakdown) for 

CFMO/CCFOs (and other DLGS certifications) at a one day conference put on by news 

organizations and computer technologists. “OpenData NJ” is a one day conference, taking place 

on Thursday May 15, at Montclair State University, University Hall Room 1070, that is bringing 

together journalists, government officials, academics, and citizen activists to work together to 

make data about NJ government universally accessible. Registration is free. Parking is in the Red 

Hawk Deck. 

 

Open data is one of the next “big things” that government officials at all levels are going to have 

to address.  It combines OPRA and today’s technology to make government data available to the 

public.  This enables its use for independent studies, the development of mobile applications, 

additional transparency, and improved policy making. 

 

The speed at which technology is affecting local government operations is increasing and this is 

an opportunity for Municipal Clerks, CFO’s and others to start learning about how it will affect 

their organizations. 

 

DLGS CEUs Available: 

RMC 6 = 3 Rec, 1 PD, 2 IT; 

CMFO/CCFO 3 = 1 Office, 2 IT; 

CTC 3 = 1 Gen, 2 IT; 

CPWM 3 = 1 Gov, 2 IT; 

QPA 3 = 1 Office, 2 IT 

 

Details and registration information is available at: http://njnewscommons.org/sign-up-now-for-

open-data-nj/#sthash.2GewHsFY.dpuf 

 

Below is a collection of news summaries highlighting government and political activity updates 

in Trenton, around the State and the Country.  

  

Best regards, 

Michael K. Drulis, GFOA of NJ, Executive Director  

 

Legislative Update  

On Thursday May 8, 2014 a number of bills of importance to the GFOA of NJ were considered 

in the Statehouse. Please find below a summary of that action. 

  

A478, This bill would establish a pilot program through which municipalities meeting specific 

criteria may pursue opportunities for revenue generation and urban revitalization through the 

"tax sale law," R.S.54:5-1 et seq., under the supervision of the Division of Local Government 
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Services in the Department of Community Affairs by taking control of tax liens. Passed out of 

Assembly Committee, 2nd Reading. 

 

A939, This bill enhances certain reporting and disclosure requirements regarding State tax 

expenditures and imposes a seven-year limitation on the duration of new State tax expenditure 

enactments. Passed out of Assembly Comm. with Amendments, 2nd Reading. 

 

A1907, The bill re-instates the moratorium on the imposition of fees on non-residential 

construction projects that expired on July 1, 2013, and continues the moratorium through 

December 31, 2014. The bill requires municipalities to return any monies paid, due to the 

previous expiration of the moratorium, during the time period commencing on July 1, 2013 

through the effective date of the bill.  However, the bill does not require municipalities that are 

eligible to collect non-residential development fees to refund monies that have already been 

expended by the municipality on affordable housing projects. Reported and Referred to 

Assembly Appropriations Committee. 

 

S770, Establishes procedures and standards regarding public service privatization contracts. The 

purpose of this bill, as amended, is to ensure that no public services are privatized unless there 

are cost savings which are not based on increased charges or reduced services to the public, or 

lowered workforce standards. Reported from Senate Committee with Amendments, 2nd Reading 

(4/28/2014). 

 

News from Trenton 

N.J. Has Distributed Less Than 25 Percent of Sandy Aid 

NJ.com 5/4/2014 

 

Though the federal government allocated more than $1.8 billion in Hurricane Sandy disaster 

relief aid for New Jersey more than a year ago, less than a quarter has been distributed to cash-

strapped residents struggling to rebuild, according to a new state report. 

 

State officials, however, say they are making considerable progress with recovery programs, 

addressing concerns and making changes where needed to speed up the delivery of aid. But 

advocates claim a botched rollout of major housing recovery programs has taken its toll on 

distributing funding more quickly. 

 

More than $1.3 billion of federal aid is "in the pipeline or out the door," according to the state’s 

most recent quarterly performance report to the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

The federal agency allocated more than $1.8 billion to New Jersey in February 2013 and 

approved the state’s plan for spending the money that April. 

 

Adam Gordon, staff attorney for the Cherry Hill-based Fair Share Housing Center, 

acknowledged the overall challenges in distributing these funds. But, he said, particularly for the 

state’s major housing recovery program, "there should be more in the hands of residents at this 

point." 

 

http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/05/nj_sandy_aid.html#incart_river_default  

http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/05/nj_sandy_aid.html#incart_river_default


 

 

Sweeney to Take Part In White House Panel On Minimum Wage Increase 

NJ.com 5/7/2014 

 

Senate President Steve Sweeney has been invited to the White House Thursday to take part in a 

panel on boosting the minimum wage. The panel is part of New Jersey day at the White House 

and also will feature Broderick Johnson, assistant to the president and cabinet secretary and 

Sameera Fazili, a senior policy advisor with the National Economic Council. 

 

Sweeney was instrumental in the raising of the minimum wage in New Jersey. In November, 

voters approved a ballot question raising the wage from $7.25 per hour to $8.25 and tying the 

wage to inflation. The move to put the measure on the ballot followed a veto by Gov. Chris 

Christie of a bill that would have raised the rate to $8.50, also tying it to inflation. Sweeney said 

the minimum wage affects not just “teenagers flipping burgers as opponents would have you 

believe" but also heads of households. 

 

http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/05/sweeney_to_take_part_in_white_house_panel_on_

minimum_wage_increase.html#incart_river_default  

 

 

N.J. Says It Has Stopped $7.4M in Fraudulent Tax Refunds 

NJ.com 5/8/2014 

 

State auditors in New Jersey have prevented $7.4 million in fraudulent tax refunds this year, 

including some filed on behalf of taxpayers who died. The state Taxation Division says it halted 

payments of $4.6 million based on 1,800 returns. 

 

The division says it also identified $113,000 worth of bogus returns based on filings from 13 

Connecticut residents who claimed to be working in New Jersey. Officials say those returns were 

likely filed by a syndicate of people who steal Social Security numbers of deceased taxpayers in 

bulk. The division says it used sophisticated computer screen and careful analysis to uncover the 

fraud before refunds were issued. 

 

http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/05/nj_has_stopped_74m_in_fraudulent_tax_refunds.h

tml#incart_river  

 

 

Newark Budget Woes Make State Takeover More Likely 

NJ.com 5/4/2014 

 

A property tax collection shortfall coupled with state budget regulations have forced city 

officials to figure out how to come up with more than $93 million in additional revenue to pay 

Newark's bills in 2014, Acting Director of Finance Danielle Smith said in a public disclosure 

statement to investors, dated April 24.  
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In September, the city council adopted a $639.5 million budget that included a tax break for 

property owners. The reduced tax rate was introduced in large part because a city-wide re-

evaluation in 2011 and 2012 shifted more of the tax burden onto commercial properties and 

away from homeowners. The city had expected to collect more than $199.3 million in property 

taxes, but fell about $25 million short, collecting $174.8 million instead, according to the public 

disclosure statement. 

 

Though a state takeover would give Newark more wiggle room to overcome its financial 

challenges, the state doesn't have much cash to spare. "The state isn’t exactly in the best position 

to give help," O'Flaherty said. “They have a bigger collection shortfall than the city.” 

 

http://www.nj.com/essex/index.ssf/2014/05/write_through_of_newark_budget_story.html#incart

_river  

 

 

2014 Round of Green Acres Preservation Program Funding Announced 

Cape May County Herald 05/09/2014 

 

The Department of Environmental Protection has initiated a new $100 million round of Green 

Acres Program funding for open space and recreation projects across the state, Commissioner 

Bob Martin announced today. 

 

The DEP is accepting applications starting immediately from municipalities, counties and 

nonprofit groups for $100 million in Green Acres grants and loans for land acquisition and park 

development projects. 

 

This funding is in addition to $300 million in federal dollars allocated to the Blue Acres Program 

(under the Green Acres Program umbrella) that has been committed by the Christie 

Administration to the post-Superstorm Sandy buyouts of homes and properties in flood prone 

areas, with a goal of removing 1,300 homes and creating new green spaces to serve as restored 

flood plains and natural storm buffer areas. Green Acres funding leverages many millions of 

additional preservation dollars through matching federal, state, county, local and nonprofit funds. 

 

Applications for this latest funding round are due to the Green Acres Program by July 31. Please 

visit: http://www.state.nj.us/dep/greenacres/pdf/2014_Local_Application.pdf  or 

http://www.state.nj.us/dep/greenacres/pdf/2014_Nonprofit_Application.pdf  

 

Besides Sayreville and South River, the DEP also has secured funding for potential buyouts in 

Woodbridge, East Brunswick, Newark and the Delaware Bay community of Lawrence 

Township, and new groups of homeowners in Sayreville and South River. The DEP also has 

engaged in dialogue with officials and residents in other Sandy impacted municipalities, such as 

Atlantic Highlands, Old Bridge, Linden and another section of Woodbridge. 

 

In addition to providing recreation opportunities, Green Acres projects help protect water quality 

and stimulate economic development by creating jobs, at the same time making cities and towns 

more attractive places to live and work. 

http://www.nj.com/essex/index.ssf/2014/05/write_through_of_newark_budget_story.html#incart_river
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For more information about the Green Acres Program and Blue Acres Program visit: 

http://www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres/  

 

For information on the Superstorm Sandy Blue Acres Buyouts Program, visit: 

http://www.nj.gov/dep/special/hurricane-sandy/ 

 

http://www.capemaycountyherald.com/article/government/trenton/100401-
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