
  

 

News from Trenton - 5/23/2014 

 

The Ocean County Clerks are hosting a seminar on the topic of comprehensive leave laws. The 

seminar will offer Finance Officer’s and other professions CEU’s. The seminar is titled: 

 

A Comprehensive Leave Law Program Addressing the Practical & Legal Realities of the New 

Jersey SAFE Act and Its Interplay with other Job Protected Leave. 

 

June 13, 2014, 8:00 – 12:30, Includes Continental Breakfast 

 

Waretown Volunteer Fire Co., 117 Wells Mills Rd, Waretown, NJ  08758 

  

This class if free for all Ocean County Clerk’s in good standing with the Association.  You can 

sign up for the class for free, but if you cannot go you must cancel within 48 hours or you will 

have to pay the fee. 

 

Below is a collection of news summaries highlighting government and political activity updates 

in Trenton, around the State and the Country.  

  

Best regards, 

Michael K. Drulis, GFOA of NJ, Executive Director  

 

Legislative Update 

 

Moratorium on Non-Residential Fees - S-1011 (Lesniak/D-20; Beck/D-11) & A-1907 

(Burzichelli/D-3; Bramnick/R-21; Singleton/D-7; DeCroce, B. /R-26; Lampitt/D-6; 

Wimberly/D-35):  Senate committee passed; Assembly committee passed. Re-instates the 

moratorium on fees for non-residential construction projects that expired on July 1, 2013, and 

continues the moratorium through December 31, 2014. This bill sends a message that New 

Jersey is focused on enhancing economic growth, creating jobs and strengthening the economy. 

 

Economic Opportunity Act of 2014, Part 3 - S-1551 (Lesniak/D-20): Senate committee 

passed. Makes several technical changes that clarifies provisions in the "New Jersey Economic 

Opportunity Act of 2013". A key change includes extending the date by which a developer 

seeking tax credits under the Economic Redevelopment and Growth Grant Program (ERG) must 

submit a temporary certificate of occupancy for the project. The date was extended from July 28, 

2015 to July 28, 2018. The changes to this landmark legislation will further provide businesses 

and developers the flexibility needed to begin new projects, and will help grow New Jersey's 

economy. 

 

Authorizes Municipality to Set Aside Affordable Housing and Temporary Certificate of 

Occupancy Extension - A-3095 (Watson Coleman/D-15; Johnson/D-37; Gusciora/D-15; 

Oliver/D-34): Assembly committee passed. Allows a municipality with a residential project 

receiving incentives under the state's Economic Redevelopment and Growth Grant Program 
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(ERG) to determine the percentage of newly-constructed residential units that must be reserved 

for occupancy by low or moderate income households. Additionally, this bill extends the 

deadline for submitting a temporary certificate of occupancy from July 28, 2015 to July 28, 2018 

in order to provide a developer a realistic opportunity to satisfy the requirement. The date change 

will give businesses and developers the flexibility needed to begin new projects that will help 

grow New Jersey's economy. 

 

Impeding Privatization - S-770 (Weinberg/D-37; Turner/D-15; Sweeney/D-3) & A-2873 

(Vainieri Huttle/D-37; Moriarty/D-4; Mosquera/D-4; Benson/D-14): Assembly committee 

passed. Senate passed 24-14. Senate committee passed. This bill imposes additional requirements 

and procedures on public service privatization contracts. The State Chamber believes the goal of 

privatization is to provide the best services at the lowest price, which equates to cost savings for 

New Jersey taxpayers. Provisions in this bill will create impediments and hurdles, thereby 

complicating and stifling the current system. 

 

News from Trenton 

Gov. Christie cuts N.J. pension payments 

Asbury Park Press 5/20/2014 

 

Gov. Chris Christie is slashing the contributions scheduled to be made to New Jersey public 

workers' pension funds by nearly $2.5 billion over the next 14 months to deal with a revenue 

shortfall facing the state budget. 

 

Christie announced today at the Statehouse that he will make a $696 million payment into the 

pension funds this year, rather than $1.58 billion. He said he will put in $681 million next June, 

instead of the $2.25 billion that would have been made if the terms of the pension reforms he 

signed into law in 2011 were followed. 

 

Christie said the payments cover the costs accrued during his administration for active 

employees but exclude the unfunded liability accrued under past governors and legislatures. He 

said that means the unfunded liability for active workers will not increase. 

 

Christie's office reduced the outlook for state revenues between the current and upcoming fiscal 

years at $2.75 billion. 

 

"Today I'm doing what I need to do to fulfill my constitutional obligation to balance a budget. 

Today I'm going to pledge to make the payments that we need to make to not dig the hole any 

deeper. But in a time when we're confronted with this kind of challenge, I cannot also pay for all 

the sins of my predecessors," Christie said. 

 

Democrats pounced after Christie's announcement and blamed him for leaving New Jersey's 

budget too fragile to handle a revenue shortfall. 

 

"Someone needs to call 911. Gov. Christie has officially driven New Jersey into a ditch," said 

Assembly Majority Leader Louis Greenwald. 

 



http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/05/20/chris-christie-new-jersey-pension-

payments/9333971/  

 

 

$2.3B N.J. Turnpike Widening Project Reaches New Milestone, Diverting Traffic 

NJ.com 5/19/2014 

 

New traffic lanes opened on the New Jersey Turnpike this weekend as part of its five-year-long 

widening project. The $2.3 billion project was launched in 2009 and, for five years, New Jersey 

Turnpike Authority contractors have been clearing land and paving and painting new lanes in 

each direction on the highway between Interchange 9 in New Brunswick and Interchange 6 in 

Chesterfield. 

 

When the entire project is completed, scheduled to be before Thanksgiving, the stretch between 

Exits 6 and 8a will feature in each direction three lanes restricted to passenger vehicles and three 

lanes for all traffic. One additional lane in each direction has been added from 8a to Exit 9. Until 

November, all traffic will flow on the new lanes while the old lanes are reconstructed. 

 

http://www.nj.com/mercer/index.ssf/2014/05/23b_nj_turnpike_widening_project_reaches_new_

milestone_diverting_traffic.html#incart_m-rpt-1 

 

 

Senate Approves Resolution Creating Economic ‘Task Force’ for Some South Jersey 

Counties 

NJBiz.com 5/13/2014 

 

After being released by the Senate Economic Growth Committee last week, a resolution that 

would create an economic development task force in several South Jersey counties was approved 

Monday by the Senate. 

 

The measure, sponsored by state Sen. Jeff Van Drew (D-Cape May Court House), would aim to 

bolster job creation and economic activity through policies, regulations and incentives in the 

First Legislative District counties of Atlantic, Cape May and Cumberland. 

 

The task force would include an 11-member board made up of county and state officials, 

community college presidents, development leaders and official from the Economic 

Development Authority. Cape May and Cumberland counties would each host a minimum of 

two meetings in the 18 months allotted before a report of findings and recommendations is sent 

back to the Legislature. 

 

http://www.njbiz.com/article/20140513/NJBIZ01/140519936/Senate-approves-resolution-

creating-economic-%E2%80%98task-force%E2%80%99-for-some-South-Jersey-counties 

 

 

N.J. Assembly Speaker Calls Millionaires Tax the ‘Right Thing to Do’ 

NJ.com 5/19/2014 
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State Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto today indicated he's on the same page as state Senate 

President Stephen Sweeney on raising taxes on the wealthiest New Jerseyans to help balance the 

state budget. 

 

"I think it’s something that should be on the table. And I’ve advocated for it. Our house has 

passed it on numerous occasions. And I think that it’s the right thing to do,” Prieto (D-Hudson) 

said at a news conference this morning. “It’s the one percent that I think would end up giving 

back, and I think it would be very helpful in these trying times.” 

 

As the state faces an $807 million budget shortfall for the fiscal year that ends June 30, Sweeney 

(D-Gloucester) on Friday said he’s “dead serious” about reviving the “millionaires tax” on high 

earning residents that Democrats allowed to expire before Christie took office. 

 

http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/05/nj_assembly_speaker_calls_millionaires_tax_the_r

ight_thing_to_do.html#comments 

 

 

New Amendment to Mortgage Foreclosure Statute 

NJSLOM.org 5/16/2014 

 

The statute, signed into legislation last Friday, places a number of requirements on banks that are 

foreclosing on residential properties. For example, the law requires that banks notify municipal 

clerks of pending foreclosures. Additionally, the law required that if the property becomes 

abandoned during the foreclosure proceeding, the bank has the responsibility to abate any 

nuisances that may arise. If a municipality expends funds abating the nuisance, a lien can be 

placed on the property. 

 

The recent amendment permits municipalities to impose penalties on banks which do not abate 

nuisances on these properties. Municipalities must give notice to the bank before it can impose 

penalties.  

 

http://njslom.org/letters/2014-0516-MortgageForeclosureStatute.html 
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